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Cliché-verre is a technique of etching and painting direct-
ly on photographic negatives. The term means “glass negative” in
French and is as old as photography itself, dating to the 1840s and
earlier. The first successful photographic process involved coating
glass plates with light-sensitive chemicals from which reversed
(positive) prints could be made. Artists experimented with draw-
ing, etching, and combining images directly on the glass, resulting
in fanciful black-and-white prints. But few artists were inspired to
develop the idea further until the advent of color photography in the
early 20th Century.

The Magic Lantern, long predating photography, was in-
vented by Christiaan Huygens, a Dutch astronomer and physicist, in
the 1600s. It is a simple device for projecting images, based upon
the centuries-old principles of the “camera obscura” or “darkened
room.” When the photographic process evolved to film rather than
glass plates, the technology spread. Color film arrived in the 1930s.
There were now both film negatives and positives(slides).

Brian Allan Skinner is the author of six volumes of illus-
trated fiction. His experiments with cliché-verre began in the 1960s.
Here are 50 examples of his work from the past half-century, in bril-
liant color. In the epilogue, he explains his process in detail.



